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Our dual 

mission 

symbol 

represents the 

abstract forms 

of a human 

head and a 

beaker, 

emphasizing 

the people and 

the science 

behind our 

cause.

The Alzheimer's Association 

leads the way to end 

Alzheimer's and all other 

dementia — by accelerating 

global research, driving risk 

reduction and early detection, 

and maximizing quality care and 

support.

Education 
& Awareness





• Dementia is a collection of 

symptoms related to cognitive 

decline

• This can include 

– Cognitive symptoms

– Behavioral symptoms 

– Psychological symptoms  

• Alzheimer’s is the most common 

cause of dementia

• Not everyone with cognitive decline 

has dementia. Some causes of 

cognitive decline are reversible.

What is Dementia?



The Hallmarks of Alzheimer’s

Tangles2PlaquesPlaques1 Brain Cell Death3

Made up of beta amyloid Made up of tau Healthy

brain

Advanced

Alzheimer’s





Who is at risk?

● Age

● Family history 

● Genetics

● Ethnicity/Race

● Sex

● Head injury?

● Lifestyle?





SevereModerateMild

Dementia due to Alzheimer’s Disease

MCI* due to 

Alzheimer’s 
Disease

Asymptomatic

No symptoms but 

biological changes 

may be occurring 

in the brain 

up to 20 years 
before symptoms 

start

Symptoms of 

cognitive decline 

appear

Symptoms 

interfere with 

some daily 

activities

Symptoms 

interfere with 

many daily 

activities

Symptoms 

interfere with 

most/all daily 

activities

MCI = Mild Cognitive 
Impairment is an early 
stage of memory loss or 

other cognitive ability 
loss that may develop 

into dementia

Alzheimer’s Disease is a Continuum



Benefits of an Early and Accurate Diagnosis

• Access to current 

treatments

• An opportunity to 
participate in clinical 

trials

• A chance to prioritize 

health, including making 
lifestyle changes

• More time to plan for 

the future, access 
resources

• Time to plan end-of-life 

decisions

• Cost savings for 

families

• Cost savings for the 
U.S. government

Medical Benefits
Emotional and 
Social Benefits Financial Benefits



Physical Exam

‘

Biomarkers: 

Imaging & Fluid 

Analysis

How is Alzheimer’s Currently Diagnosed?

Cognitive 

Testing

There is no single test that can determine if a person is 

living with Alzheimer’s disease or another dementia.

Doctors use a combination of diagnostic tools combined with 

medical history to make an accurate diagnosis.

Neurological 

Exam





2024 Approved Therapies Timeline



Reducing Risk of 

Dementia

• Positive, everyday actions can make a 

difference in brain health, even lowering 

the risk of cognitive decline and possibly 

Alzheimer's and dementia. 

• Up to 40% of dementia cases could be 

prevented or delayed by targeting 

modifiable risk factors.

• Research suggests combining multiple 

healthy factors may be the most 

impactful.

• Nonmodifiable risk factors include age, 

genetics and sex/ gender/ race/ ethnicity.



WHAT: Two-year clinical trial across the U.S.

RESULTS EXPECTED, SUMMER 2025

HOW: Study intervention simultaneously targets 

multiple risk factors with a goal to protect 
cognitive function in older adults at 
increased risk for cognitive decline.

Results from this trial will inform the 

development of accessible and sustainable 
community-based programs for dementia 
prevention.

WHAT: Global network of lifestyle intervention 

trials that share experiences, data and 
joint initiatives to prevent cognitive 
impairment & dementia worldwide

HOW: World-Wide FINGERS network now 

includes research teams in 62 countries



Ways to Join the Fight



Volunteer

Advocacy

TrialMatch®

Walk to End Alzheimer’s®

The Longest Day®

Whether you can spare a few hours a week or 

make a more significant time commitment, 

consider volunteering with the Alzheimer's 

Association. Numerous opportunities are 

available, including becoming a community 
educator or joining your local Walk Committee. 

alz.org/volunteer

In the Flathead Valley, your local volunteers 

are Wally Walbruch, Jennifer Crowly, and 
Susan Socha.



Educational Programs



Volunteer

Advocacy

TrialMatch®

Walk to End Alzheimer’s®

The Longest Day®

Become an Alzheimer’s Association advocate and speak 

out on behalf of the needs and rights of those facing 

Alzheimer’s disease. alzimpact.org



Advocacy

● NAPA Reauthorization Bill 

(S133/H.R.619) Daines Tester

● Alzheimer’s Accountability and 

Investment Act (S134/H.R.620)

● BOLD Infrastructure for 

Alzheimer’s Reauthorization Act

(H.R.7218/S3775) Montana CDC

● Accelerating Access to 

Dementia and Alzheimer’s 

Provider Training (AADAP) Act 

(H.R.7688) Rural Montana 

Training

● FY25 Appropriations Research





Volunteer

Advocacy

TrialMatch®

Walk to End Alzheimer’s®

The Longest Day®

Everyone can help advance Alzheimer’s research 

by participating in clinical trials. Get started with 

Alzheimer’s Association TrialMatch, a free, easy-

to-use clinical studies matching service. 

alz.org/TrialMatch



Volunteer

Advocacy

TrialMatch®

Walk to End Alzheimer’s®

The Longest Day®

Held annually in more than 600 communities, the 

Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer's 

is the world's largest fundraiser to fight the 

disease. Register today to raise awareness and 

funds to benefit Alzheimer's care, support and 
research. alz.org/walk. 

September 5-The Springs in Butte. 



There are 6 Walks in Montana or 

you could do your own 

neighborhood walk.



Volunteer

Advocacy

TrialMatch®

Walk to End Alzheimer’s®

The Longest Day®

On The Longest Day — June 20th,  the day with 

the most light, the summer solstice — raise funds 

and awareness for the care, support and research 

efforts of the Alzheimer’s Association through an 

activity of your choice. alz.org/thelongestday
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