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NARFE Chapter 1713

Great District meeting with Ken Thomas: National President, Terry Zitek: 
Florida Federation President, Bill Leatham: F;orida Federation Vice President 
and Chris Stearns: Alzheimer’s.  They all discussed issues that are affecting 
NARFE.

The 2021 budget proposal would eliminate FERS, COLA, and SRS.  These 
proposals will sound familiar as they have been proposed in previous years 
budgets.  But they keep trying.  Hopefully that all they will do is keep trying.  
The proposal is to eliminate FERS COLA, reduce CSRS COLA by 0.5%.  This is 
supposedly to keep in sync with the private sector.  There are different re-
ports out that do disagree with this assessment.  The budget also proposed 
a recommendation revising the government’s contribution to the FEHB pro-
gram premiums rate to base it on a plan’s score from FEHB Program Plan 
Performance Assessment. The White House budget doubles down on benefit 
cuts and plans to support a 1% increase in fed pay in 2021 in exchange for 
changes to the fed retirement system.  This is something that will definitely 
affect all of us retirees.

There are 3 WEP/GPO bills that have been referred to the House Commit-
tee Ways and Means.  One repeals it completely, second one would pro-
vide those eligible for benefits before 2022 a $100.00 monthly rebate and 
$50.00 for spouse, the third would provide those eligible for benefits before 
2022 a $150.00 monthly rebate. 

HR 1533 - Fair COLA for Seniors Act of 2019.  Requires Social Security and 
federal retirement programs to use the Consumer Price Index for Elderly 
(CPI-E) to calculate cost-of-living adjustments to COLA’s. 

HR 2382 USPS Fairness Act.  Repeals the USPS’ prefunding requirement.

If you have any concerns or opinions on any of these issues, contact your 
representatives and senators.  

NARFE.org will have all the latest information on anything that will affect us 
retirees, along with lots of valuable information.  The monthly NARFE maga-

Legislative Reports - Barbara Kelley

Calendar

President’s 
Note

Total membership is 
currently at 88.

Happy Birthday!!!

March 19, 2020 is our 
40th birthday.  On 
March 19, 1980 Chapter 
1713 was chartered. 
We just returned 
from the District 8 
meeting February 24.  
Jo and I handled the 
registrations and there 
were 50 members 
signed up with 48 
attending.  Not a bad 
turnout.   The meeting 
was more special than 
most in that not only did 
the Florida Federation 
President Terry Zitek 
give a presentation but 
the National President 
Ken Thomas was there 
and spoke at length.  Bill 
Leatham a NARFE Vice 
President spoke on the 
membership computer 

Deadline for March Newsletter    Feb. 26                                                    
March Board Meeting   March 3rd
March Chapter Meeting  March 5th
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Chapter #1713 Officers
All phone number are (941)

President: 
Ron Cibolski 423-6705
ronaldcibolski@comcast.net
1st Vice, Programing: 
Ellen Nicholson 888-2980      
gunsrus1942@comcast.net
2nd Vice, Membership:
Robert Waters 697-9435 
drh20@icloud.com
Secretary/Treasurer:  
Tom Nicholson 888-2980
gunsrus1942@comcast.net
Service Officer:  
John Ventura  423-7475
president754@comcast.net 
Volunteer Positions:
Sunshine Report:  
Leslie Ann Berard
yccuiser@comcast.net
Legislative Officer:  
Barbara Kelley
Barbara.Kelley@Gmail.com

How To Contact Your Representatives
Rep. Greg Steube 
 202-225-5792                                                                    
 www.steube.house.gov/contact/email-me                                                                           
Rep. Vern Buchanan
 202-225-5015 
 https://buchanan.house.gov/contact/email-me 
Sen. Rick Scott
 202-224-5274
 www.rickscott.senate.gov/contact-bill 
Sen. Marco Rubio
 202-224-3041
 https://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/contact 
President Donald Trump
 202-456-1111 or 1414 
 e-mail via website www.whitehouse.gov

Program Notes … Ellen Nicholson
Newcomers Day

Next Newcomers Day is May 2nd , 10:00 to Noon @ Mullen’s Civic Center. 
Come on by and say hello.

Treasurer’s Report

by Tom Nicholson
Balance as of January 29, 2020

$3931.42
Income:         $687.00
Expeses:    $642.50
Christmas Fund:   $151.00
Alzheimer’s Fund:   $321.32

system and the problems we face with it.  We don’t usually have such a 
contingent of high ranking officers at a district meeting.  
All of the Chapter 1713 charter officers were present as well as many of 
the other members.  
One of the hot topics was the National members as opposed to 
chapter members.  For the first time national members with no chapter 
affiliation outnumber chapter members in Florida, a trend that is 
unlikely to be reversed.  
NARFE national is facing some difficult financial challenges which, 
with membership shrinking is to be expected.  All the regional vice 
presidents have agreed to take a 50% cut in salary to be voted on by 
the membership in the near future.  
Even though the meeting was well attended the overall message was of 
NARFE fading.  We cannot lose members constantly and survive.  

- Ron Cibolski

President’s Note (Continued)

zine is also filled with lots of valuable information and articles.

If you want to miss the lines at the polls this November, do mail-in 
ballots.  You can go on your counties websites and register on the 
internet or call their offices and request mail-in ballots.

Legislative Reports (Continued)



NARFE Newsletter 3

Service Officer … John Ventura
ST. PATRICK’S DAY Tuesday, March 17

When was St. Patrick’s Day first celebrated in the US?-On March 17, 1737, Boston became the first 
U.S. city to celebrate the feast day of St. Patrick, Ireland’s patron saint. The well-heeled members of 
Boston’s Irish community celebrated America’s first St. Patrick’s day as a gesture of solidarity among 
the city’s new Irish immigrants.
What country did St Patrick’s Day originate?-St. Patrick’s Day is a century old holiday that originated 
in Ireland, Legend has it that St. Patrick came to Ireland and drove out all the snakes.
What was St Patrick famous for?-St. Patrick is the patron saint and national apostle of Ireland. He was 
born in the fourth century and is famous for bringing Christianity into Ireland as well as celebrat-
ing Irish heritage and culture. St. Patrick is Ireland’s patron saint, known for spreading Christianity 
throughout the country as a missionary during the 5th century. Born somewhere in Britain arguably 
in the late 4th century A.D., the man who would come to be known as St. Patrick was captured by 
pirates as a child and brought to Ireland.
What is St. Patrick’s prayer?-St. Patrick’s Breastplate is a popular prayer attributed to one of Ireland’s 
most beloved patron saint.
When did St. Patrick become a saint?-Why Did St Patrick Become A Saint?- Saint Patrick’s Day is 
celebrated by Irish people all over the world on 17th March, the day he died. His method of convert-
ing people to Christianity and the way he worked to improve humanity has helped many souls seek 
salvation.
Is St. Patrick’s Day a Catholic holiday?-Saint Patrick’s Day is an official Christian feast day stemming 
from the early seventeenth century and observed by the Catholic Church, Lutheran Church, and the 
Anglican Communion. The holiday commemorates the arrival of St Patrick and celebrates the tradi-
tion and customs of the Irish people in general.
Was St Patrick really a saint?- Saint Patrick’s Day. St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, wasn’t really 
Irish. He was Scottish. Patrick was born in Kilpatrick, Scotland, in 387, to important Roman parents. 
He was kidnapped and taken to Ireland as a slave when he was 16. He escaped after six years and 
returned to Scotland.
When did St Patrick die?-The patron saint of Ireland brought Christianity to Ireland. He is believed to 
have died on 17 March sometime in the 5 century (some scholars place his death in AD 461) but the 
modern origin of the festival now celebrated globally stems from the 17 century.
When did St. Patrick come to Ireland?-In 1903, St Patrick’s Day became an official public holiday in 
Ireland. This was thanks to the Bank Holiday (Ireland) Act 1903, an act of the United Kingdom Parlia-
ment introduced by Irish Member of Parliament James O’Mara.
How to Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day like an Irishman?
Dress in a little green.
Go to church.
Greet everyone.
Bake real Irish soda bread.
Make a stew.
What is St Patrick the saint of?-Saint Patrick (Latin: Patricius; Irish: Pádraig [ˈpˠaːd̪ˠɾˠəɟ]; Welsh: Pad-
rig) was a fifth-century Romano-British Christian missionary and bishop in Ireland. Known as the 
“Apostle of Ireland”, he is the primary patron saint of Ireland, along with saints Brigit of Kildare and 
Columba.

John Ventura
Service Officer
Chapter 1713
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NARFE Mission Statement

To support legislation and regulations ben-
eficial to federal civilian employees and an-
nuitants and potential annuitants under any 
federal civilian retirement system and to op-
pose those detrimental to their interests.
To promote the general welfare of federal 
civilian employees and annuitants and po-
tential annuitants, to advise and assist them 
with respect to their rights under retirement, 
health and other employee and retiree ben-
efits laws and regulations, and to represent 
their interests before appropriate authori-
ties.
To cooperate with other organizations and 
associations in furtherance of these general 
objectives.

Salvation Army … Ellen Nicholson

I know I’m repeating myself BUT they REAL-
LY do appreciate all that Chapter 1713 has 
done for their Food Pantry and they always 
tell me to tell everyone their  gratitude.

NARFE PAC      Jo Cibolski

MARCH is NARFE-PAC MONTH

Members, please remember to bring cash and/or your checkbook to the meeting! Florida 
is holding our third place slot after California and Pennsylvania chapters in PAC contri-
butions.  In sustainers we are second after California at 40 members.  Last year was our 
largest contribution at the meeting at $265.00.  Keep up the good work and help keep 
our well-earned benefits in place.


