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HAPPY ST. PATRICK’S DAY 

     

PRIMARIES APPROACHING 
This coming Tuesday, March 20, 2018, Primary Elections will be 
held in Illinois for National, State and locally elected officials.  It is 
both our right and one of the freedoms that no one can legally take 
from us.  Study the candidates and incumbents well for all these 
positions to insure your vote is informed on the issues that each 
candidate supports and opposes.  The winners in this Primary will 
become the final Candidates on the ballot of the General Election 
on November 6 when we will make our final choices to fill these 
offices. 
 
In case you do not have a list of the 18 U.S. Representatives to 
identify the one who represents your area, it is attached on page 2 
of this newsletter.  For us in NARFE, it is important to review the 
Committees your Representative is on to be an advocate for 
NARFE and government employees and retirees and the NARFE 
Mission of protecting our earned benefits and promoting actions 
and votes that support the Federal workforce and retirees.  More 
will be presented on advocacy strategies in a later issue of this 
newsletter. 
 
All of the Legislation and Budgets affecting the Federal Employee 
and Retiree normally begin with a Member of the House of 
Representatives or a Senator who sponsors a proposal and 
gathers fellow co-sponsors.  He or she then presents the proposal 
to the respective Senate Majority Leader or the Speaker of the 
House for acceptance and assignment to the appropriate 
Committees and Subcommittees for review and comment and 
eventual vote to dismiss the Bill or return it to the House or Senate 
leadership for consideration of bringing it to the floor for a vote of 
the respective Chambers. 
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List of IL U.S. Representatives in the current 115th Congress: 
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NARFE ELECTIONS NOW ALSO ON 
 
While we make our choices for a U.S. Congressman and many State and local officials this 
year, so too the time is coming for us to choose new NARFE National leadership in June and 
July before the National Conference (FEDcon18) is held in Jacksonville, FL on August 26-28.  
As a result of the approval of the “One Member, One Vote” By-Law change, all NARFE 
Members now have the opportunity to choose among the Candidates for NARFE National 
Officers and the By-Law changes they personally choose from the lists on pp. 4-10 of this 
newsletter which summarize the NARFE magazine list already available in the March NARFE 
magazine and to be released in their entirety in the upcoming April to June NARFE magazines. 
 
The following individuals have filed as Candidates for the NARFE Leadership positions that 
are open this year.  ALL NARFE voting Members will have an opportunity to make their 
selections in June and July of this year by paper ballot, electronically on the Internet or by 
telephone.  You will need to provide the appropriate identification items before voting on both 
the above candidates and on your personal preferences for the Resolutions for By-Law 
changes that NARFE Members across the country have submitted for consideration.  More will 
be presented on the Resolutions for By-Law changes on later pages of this issue. 
 
The following NARFE National Officer positions are open this year and will require our 
individual votes to determine who will lead NARFE for the next two years.  Their Resumes can 
all be found on pp. 52-64 of your March 2018 NARFE Magazine.  
 

For the Office of NARFE National President: 
 

Candidates:  Jon Dowie 
     Steve Lenkart 

        Ken Thomas 
 Theodore A. (Ted) Van Hintum 

 

For the Office of NARFE Secretary/Treasurer: 
 

Candidates:  Kathryn Hensley 
        Richard G. Thissen 
 

For the Office of NARFE Region IV Vice President: 
(this Region includes Illinois along with MI, WI, IN, & OH) 

 
     Candidates:  Robert L. Helfrich 
        Donald F. Wiese 
 

RESOLUTIONS MADE; WHICH KEPT? 

Since the last NARFE National Convention in 2016, there were a series of Resolutions to 
change or amend the NARFE National By-Laws for the coming two years.  Because of “One 
Member, One Vote” all Members can review and vote on each and all of these 47 Resolutions, 
3 By-Laws Committee comments, and 1 By-Laws Committee Resolution which follow: 
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Please note that 1820R, 1826R, 1827R, & 1828R were submitted by IL Federation Member Jim 
Glover of Chapter 1309 - Arlington Heights after earlier review and endorsement by the 
Federation late last year. 
 
 


