
 

Using Social Media to Oppose the Government Shutdown 
 
NARFE members must engage with their lawmakers and tell them to end the 
government shutdown! Every hour that passes puts America’s hardworking public 
servants at financial risk and causes our economy to lose billions of dollars. 
Lawmakers need to hear from you now. Social media is a powerful tool to gain 
legislators’ attention.  
 
Twitter 
 
Find your legislators on Twitter here and post a tweet directed at them voicing your 
concern about the shutdown. Simply copy and paste a tweet from below and plug in your 
legislator’s twitter handle to ensure they will see your message! To include your 
legislator’s twitter handle, just type their username (which begins with the @ sign) in 
your tweet. If you tag the legislator in the beginning of the message, please place a period 
before the handle to make your tweet more visible.  
 
Example: .@SenRobPortman Federal workers went into public service to honor their 
country and are now blocked from doing so by Congress. Do what is right and 
#EndTheShutdown 
 
You can also create your own, just be sure to use the hashtag #EndTheShutdown in your 
tweet. Tweets can now be up to 280 characters. 
 
Sample Tweets:  
 

1. Lawmakers have a basic responsibility to ensure that the government is funded. 
It’s time for Congress to step up and do what needs to be done to 
#EndTheShutdown 

Example: .@ChrisVanHollen Lawmakers have a basic responsibility to 
ensure that the government is funded. It’s time for Congress to step up and 
do what needs to be done to #EndTheShutdown 

 
2. Shutting down the government hurts all Americans and takes billions from the 

economy. Congress should work to reopen the government as quick as possible. 
#EndTheShutdown 

Example: .@RepNewhouse Shutting down the government hurts all 
Americans and takes billions from the economy. Congress should work to 
reopen the government as quick as possible. #EndTheShutdown 
 

3. Thousands of families don’t know when to expect their next paycheck. Congress 
needs to make these families whole and #EndTheShutdown 



 

Example: .@SenatorLeahy Thousands of families don’t know when to 
expect their next paycheck. Congress needs to make these families whole 
and #EndTheShutdown 

 
4. Federal workers do their job every day for the American public. Can Congress say 

the same during this shutdown? I urge you to #EndTheShutdown 
Example: .@SenThadCochran Federal workers do their job every day for 
the American public. Can Congress say the same during this shutdown? I 
you to #EndTheShutdown 
 

 
Facebook 
 
Do you have a Facebook account? Go to the NARFE Facebook page and click on the top 
posts asking you to send a message to your legislators. One post provides a link to 
contact your senators, the other post includes a link to contact your representative. Once 
you click on the link, write your address in the section provided. A full list of your 
legislators will then be available.  
 
Below is a sample message you can send your legislators via Facebook:  
 
As a member of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE) and a 
federal employee who served this country for years, I am appalled that Congress was unable to 
come to an agreement, causing our government to shut down.  
 
Uncertainty caused by a government shutdown is deeply concerning to my family and will cost 
our country in lost productivity and services. During the last government shutdown in 2013, 
nearly 850,000 federal workers were barred from their jobs without pay for 16 days. Today, 
because of Congress’s inability to compromise, federal employees, their families and all 
Americans are yet again grappling with the uncertainty of how they will be affected by the 
government shutdown.  
 
Undoubtedly, our country will feel the effects of government’s limited functioning. Our national 
parks are closed. Food inspectors are sitting at home. Infectious diseases are going untested by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Don’t expect anyone at the IRS to pick 
up the phone if you have questions about filing your taxes.  
 
Inaction by Congress is putting hundreds of thousands out of work and costing the economy 
billions. Federal employees are the backbone of the nation’s middle class and they should not be 
treated with contempt. Please work to reopen the federal government.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 


