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TODAY, WE WILL...

Access
Access the library's genealogical 

resources

Understand
Understand the different features 

of these resources 

In addition to the print resources available in the Genealogy area in the library, NBPL 
offers a number of online resources that can be used for genealogical research. 
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LIBRARY 
RESOURCES FOR 
GENEALOGICAL 

RESEARCH

Ancestry (Library Edition)

HeritageQuest

Geni 

Family Search

ProQuest African American Heritage

Fold3

Today's presentation will focus on Ancestry, HeritageQuest, Geni, and Family Search. 
We will also find a few other specialized resources that can be accessed through the 
library. Be on the lookout for yellow arrows as we go through the presentation. 
These arrows will help you to narrow down the part of the screen we are focused on. 
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WHERE CAN I FIND THESE 
ONLINE RESOURCES?

Go to the New Braunfels Public Library Catalog page. Sign in on the top right using 
your library card # and password/ PIN. If you do not know your password/ pin, call or 
visit the library and we can help with setting that up. Once you are logged in, click on 
eResources and Databases.
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WHERE CAN I FIND THESE 
ONLINE RESOURCES?

If you know which specific resource you are looking for, you can use the alphabetized 
list to find the resource. 
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If you are not sure which resource you would like to use, you can use the first drop 
box and select "Genealogy" to get a list of the most used resources. 
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ANCESTRY- LIBRARY EDITION

In-library use 
only

Learning 
Center with 

Research Aids 
and Maps

Printable Charts 
and Forms

"Email a Record 
Home" feature

Unlike the individual ancestry accounts, AncestryLibrary is a read-only database and 
is available for in-library use only. While it has powerful search engines that help you 
pinpoint genealogical records, you’ll need a personal Ancestry.com subscription to 
create and edit family trees, message or collaborate with other Ancestry.com users, 
or access One World Tree. Personal Ancestry accounts can be accessed from any 
device. 
The following pages will highlight some of the features found in Ancestry.  
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This is the home page. Note the NBPL login (not personalized). Access the features 
using the tabs at the top of the page. 
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Search by name, location, or birth year or click on a state to search within the records 
of that state. You can also choose a historical record to search using the links on the 
right side of the screen.  
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You can search Message boards for a specific name or  topic or peruse the categories 
listed. These message boards are created by users with a personal ancestry account. 
You will not be able to post messages using the Library Edition, but you can view 
posts.
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This is the search page for the message boards. Notice you can  search by surname 
OR topic, such as a military branch or event.
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The Learning Center Tab provides Research Aids and Maps. Here are some of the 
research aids available. This page provides tips to get you started or ways to get past 
road blocks.
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Clicking on a specific state will bring up historical records for that specific state.
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Here is an example of the Texas-specific records and a map of counties and county 
seats.
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Printable fill-in forms can be accessed from this page. These forms can help organize 
your search and track the information you've gathered and notate where the 
information was found. 
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The New Collections Link will bring us to a list of all the records available. There are 
over 11,000 records available. You can search by title or keyword or filter by a specific 
type of record.  Remember- the Ancestry Library Edition is only available for In-Library 
use so your personal account may not have as many records.  
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HERITAGEQUEST

 Extensive 
historical record 

databases

Save or email 
records

 Let's explore 
HeritageQuest!

No individual account, family trees, or DNA uploads, but their records are extensive! 
Visit NBPL catalog and access Heritage Quest in the alphabetized list of resources.
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https://www.ancestryheritagequest.com/HQA


HeritageQuest is one of our Texshare databases and requires a password. The 
password for all of the NBPL Texshare databases is circled.
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Home Page
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Search Tab
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Research Aids
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State specific information. Let's look at an example using Texas.
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The information is brought up by decade. The text below the inset map provides 
information during that particular time in history. The center box gives you additional 
historical documents that may be useful in your search.
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GENI

Must sign up for a 
free individual 

account

Focuses on Tree 
Building and 

Collaboration

Upload photos, 
videos, and 

digitized records to 
your individual tree

Upload DNA results 
from some test sites Let's explore Geni!

No records database. 
Only Geni Pro users can access other members’ profiles to view and match data. This 
means that you may need to maintain a family tree on another genealogy website 
that does provide a searchable records database, if obtaining new records is one of 
your goals. 
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https://www.geni.com/home


Create an account on the home page to begin your family tree and search the 
database. 
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The Genealogy tab at the top of the page will provide links to the resources offered 
through Geni. 
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FAMILY SEARCH

Digital, limited 
access historical 

records (In 
Library Use)

Database of 
genealogical and 
historical records 

Family trees and 
collaboration 

with family 
members

Must sign up for a 
free individual 

account to create 
and collaborate

Let's explore 
FamilySearch!

Family Search requires an individual account to save info, create a family tree, and 
search records. Individual accounts also allow you to digitize your most important 
memories, photos, and historical documents.  In-Library use provides access to 
additional resources not available through personal accounts. 
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/


Once your personal account is created, use the tabs at the top of the page to begin 
your research.
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WHICH WEBSITE(S) 
SHOULD I USE? Individual 

account 
needed 

Build  
Family 

Tree 

Collaborate 
with other 
members 

Historical 
Records 

Databases 

DNA 
Uploads 

Ancestry  
(Library 
Edition) 

     

HeritageQuest      

Geni      

Family Search      

M
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OTHER SPECIALIZED LIBRARY 
RESOURCES
▪ Austin American Statesman 1871-1980 Historical Newspapers - online, 

easily-searchable first-hand accounts and coverage of the politics, society and 
events of the time
▪ Herald Zeitung 1905-1976 (Public Domain)  
▪ Herald Zeitung 1977-2021 (In-Library Use only) 
▪ Fold3- access to US military records, including the stories, photos, and personal 

documents of the men and women who served
▪ ProQuest African American Heritage- exclusively devoted to African American 

family history research
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https://www.proquest.com/hnpaustinamericanstatesman
https://newbraunfels.advantage-preservation.com/
https://newbraunfelspl.advantage-preservation.com/
https://newbraunfels.libguides.com/fold3
https://newbraunfels.libguides.com/africanamericanheritage


OTHER 
ONLINE 
RESOURC
ES

▪ Cyndi's List
▪ Family History Daily
▪ Texas State Library and Archives 

Commission
▪ U.S GenWeb Project
▪ Katherine Wilson Genealogy on 

Facebook List 
▪ Geneanet.org
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https://www.cyndislist.com/us/
https://familyhistorydaily.com/free-genealogy-sites-and-resources/
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst
https://www.tsl.texas.gov/arc/genfirst
https://www.usgenweb.org/
https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/
https://socialmediagenealogy.com/genealogy-on-facebook-list/
https://en.geneanet.org/


COMMUNITY RESOURCES

BOOK-A-LIB
RARIAN Sophienburg

If you're unsure how to get started or have a question, Book-A-Librarian provides you 
one hour with a librarian. Visit the NBPL website to sign up for this service or click on 
the link above.
The Sophienburg offers exhibits, local artifacts, photographic images, maps, and 
documents about the New Braunfels area. Some of their services are available by 
appointment only and may incur a fee. Check out their website for more information.
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https://nbtexas.libwizard.com/f/bookalibrarian
https://nbtexas.libwizard.com/f/bookalibrarian
https://sophienburg.com/


QUESTIONS
?
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