
 

 

 

 

 

 

October 1, 2013 

 

United States Congress 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Member of Congress: 

 

On behalf of the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE), I write 

you with grave concerns over the recent actions of the House of Representatives in the 

continuing debate over fiscal year 2014 appropriations. I am deeply disappointed in Congress' 

decision to allow politics to trump the best interests of the American people. Today, in 

communities across our country, vital federal services are being interrupted and hundreds of 

thousands of federal employees have been told to stay home without pay because Congress has 

failed to carry out the most basic of its constitutionally mandated duties. 

 

NARFE also takes exception to the action of the House, as part of this game of chicken, to 

attempt to deny congressional employees an employer contribution toward their earned health 

insurance benefit, a benefit commonly provided by most private-sector employers. 

 

Enough is enough. Every day, federal employees make sacrifices to serve their country, their 

communities and their neighbors. Our federal workforce, including your staff, should not be 

made a pawn in a game of political showmanship.  Federal employees, no matter whether they 

work in the Department of Defense, the Department of Agriculture or on Capitol Hill, should be 

able to depend on the stability of their pay, benefits, and other compensation.  

 

We urge the Senate and House to do what is right for the country and stop playing politics with 

people’s lives. America’s federal workers remain ready to serve and protect our nation – but first 

they need Congress to authorize them to do their jobs. 

 

As your deliberations on resolving the fiscal affairs of the nation continue, NARFE urges you to 

refrain from this discriminatory construct that benefits no one. Please do not sacrifice any civil 

servant, including your staff, on the altar of political expedience. The value of public service is 

too great to be dismissed as collateral damage in a political skirmish.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph A. Beaudoin       

National President 

 


