
THURSday aUgUST 28, 2014  

HIGHLIGHTS FOR 
THURSDAY
9 a.m. GENERAL SESSION 
• Federal Long Term Care Insurance 

Program
• Alzheimer’s Raffle Drawing
• Service Officers Awards Ceremony
• Installation of Officers
• Remarks by Newly Elected Nat’l 

Officers
• New Business
• Courtesy Resolutions 
• Appreciation to Host Committee

12 Noon  ADJOURN. 

12 Noon.-1 p.m. 
  Online Activities Module (OAM)   
  Presentation: Configuration Advisory  
  Board (CAB)

6-7 p.m. 
  Banquet Social Hour

7-11 p.m. 
  Banquet

In a runoff electIon, richard G. thissen was elected narfe national Presi-
dent. thissen, the current national treasurer, received 61.47 percent of the vote to 
38.53 percent for Ken thomas, immediate past president of the florida federation. 
The runoff was necessitated when none of the three candidates vying for the position 
garnered a majority of the vote on the first ballot. 

In the initial voting, Thissen received 1,881 votes, or 38.67 percent of those cast; 
Thomas of Spring Hill, FL, received 1,503 votes, or 30.90; and Elaine C. Hughes of 
Asheville, NC, current National Secretary, received 1,480, or 30.43 percent. The top 
two vote-getters then squared off in the second round.

Thissen, of Lake Ozark, MO, previously served as Region V vice president and 
president of the Missouri federation.

In addition to the presidential contest, the original balloting also featured three 
contested regional vice president races. In a three-way race in Region III, Gerald 
M. Janci of Pittsboro, MS, won with 312 votes (52.97 percent) to 164 votes (27.84 
percent) for Marc Harris of Windemere, FL, and 113 votes (19.19 percent) for Mary 
Pierson of Gulfport, MS. In Region IV, Edward J. Konys of Enon, OH, received 246 

In electronic voting, delegates Wednesday overwhelmingly approved a resolution 
authorizing the National Executive Board (NEB) to continue developing the model 

for Future NARFE, using the Future of NARFE Committee Report as the foundation. 
Resolution 14-01, proposed by the NEB, passed with 85.89 percent of the votes.

The resolution directs the NEB to provide implementing resolutions and bylaw 
amendments for consideration at the 2016 National Covention. “This will be done 
through strategic planning, with stakeholder participation, to decide the best organi-
zation for the future of the association,” the resolution stated.

Later on Wednesday, delegates addressed the issue of strategic planning for the 
Association again when they passed a resolution calling for the establishment of a 
standing Strategic Planning Committee. The resolution was offered by the Resolu-
tions Committee as a substitute for a resolution submitted by Chapter 2076 in Fair-
banks, AK. Committee Chair Richard Giangerelli of Virginia noted that it was “tied 
very closely” to the Future NARFE ballot measure. The resolution says the Strategic 
Planning Committee is to be established no later than February 1, 2015. 

Thissen Elected President in Runoff,
Three RVP Contests Settled by Ballot 

‘Future NARFE’ Development Ok’d
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Convention delegates voted Wednes-
day to approve two membership 

resolutions. The first, an amend-
ment to Resolution 14-36, states that 
eNARFE membership should be listed 
last as an option in all future mem-
bership applications, along with the 
words: “email address strongly recom-
mended.”   

 The Membership Committee had 
split on the original version of the 
resolution and had made no recom-
mendation on it, reported Chairman 
John Creswell of Texas. It would 
have required that all applicants for 
eNARFE membership have an email 
address. 

During debate on the original resolu-
tion, a Pennsylvania Federation officer 
volunteered that of the 900 Pennsyl-
vania eNARFE members, 194 do not 
have email addresses but opined that 
if you’re joining an electronic chapter, 

you should provide an email address – 
especially for the purposes of voting. A 
federation vice president from Florida 
reminded the delegates that more than 
10 percent of email addresses in mem-
bership databases are out of date. 

The first floor vote on the resolution 
was too close to call, and a follow-up 
vote was delayed until after lunch. 

Following the break, the amend-
ment, in the form of a substitute, was 
offered and was passed.

The second approved resolution, 
14-38, would  establish a single online 
blog for all NARFE. The opinion of 
most delegates speaking on the issue 
countered the Membership Commit-
tee’s recommendation that the resolu-
tion be rejected on the grounds that 
such blogs should be the prerogative 
of chapters and that one national blog 
could create monitoring problems.

The committee also recommended, 

and the convention agreed, on rejec-
tion of:

 • Resolution No. 14-34, requiring 
NARFE Headquarters to arrange for 
extensive training of all chapter service 
officers at various locations across the 
country

• Resolution No. 14-35, calling for 
the Office of Personnel Management to 
establish a telephone line solely for the 
use of NARFE chapter service officers. 

Resolution No 14-40, calling for an 
amendment to membership eligibility 
to be extended to any dependents who 
receive annuity survivor benefits, in-
cluding caretakers or custodial adults, 
was referred to the Bylaws Committee 
and rejected.

Resolution No. 14-39, to reassign 
current nationwide eNARFE chapter 
members to statewide chapters, was 
withdrawn by its maker and, therefore, 
not put to a vote.  n	

Resolutions on Blog, Email Addresses Pass

Just because it’s quiet on Capitol 
Hill now, doesn’t mean NARFE 

members can relax and wait until the 
next legislative emergency, Legisla-
tive Director Jessica Klement told 
delegates at Wednesday’s Legislative 
Lunch and Learn. “These are some of 
the best times to build relationships 
with your members of Congress,” she 
said. “Then when you do need to ask 
them for something, they will know 
who you are.”

NARFE members can take action 
as individuals, whether or not their 
chapters are legislatively active, she 
emphasized. And the most important 
thing an individual can do is share 
their story of federal service with their 

members of Congress. 
Member-advocates also should stay 

connected and stay informed. She 
urged them to follow NARFE Head-
quarters on Facebook and Twitter and 
to check out the social media activities 
of their members of Congress.

To help them stay informed, 
NARFE’s Legislative Department of-
fers an array of resources. To jump-
start their advocacy, she recommend-
ed they use the interactive “Choose 
Your Own Advocacy Adventure” chart 
on the NARFE website. (Go to www.
narfe.org and click on the Adventure 
graphic on the rotating carousel.)

They also can attend congressional 
town hall meetings (and wear their 

NARFE gear), sign up for the newslet-
ters published periodically by their 
members of Congress and send letters 
to Capitol Hill. She showed how easy 
it is to use NARFE’s online Legislative 
Action Center to personalize and send 
a NARFE form letter to representa-
tives or senators – or to the editor of 
the local newspaper.

She also referred attendees to 
NARFE’s Protect America’s Heartbeat 
Toolkit, which is full of how-to’s and 
guides on taking action. 

 She stressed that the information 
sharing should be a two-way street and 
asked members to let the Legislative 
Department know of their contacts 
with their legislators.  n 

Cultivating Relationships With Congress

rlando
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The political junkies among the 
convention delegates feasted on a 

wealth of prognosticating at Wednes-
day’s NARFE-PAC Breakfast. Keynote 
speaker Aubrey Jewett, Ph.D., associ-
ate professor of political science at the 
University of Central Florida, reviewed 
current polling data and made predic-
tions on what the November midterm 
elections might mean for Congress.

In the House, Jewett forecast that 
Republicans will keep their majority 
and may build on it. The vast majority 
of races are not competitive, he said. 
About 230 seats almost certainly will 

be won by Republicans and 188 by 
Democrats, leaving only about 17 as 
truly competitive.  

The more interesting question is 
whether Republicans will gain control 
of the Senate, he said. Currently, 55 
seats are held by Democrats, 45 by 
Republicans. The GOP needs to get 
six more seats to get a majority. In the 
nine Senate races considered competi-
tive at this point, Republicans lead in 
the polls in seven, he said. “It is pos-
sible that Democrats might be able to 
maintain control of the Senate, but it is 
more likely that Republicans will pick 

up enough seats to take control.” 
Looking out two more years to the 

2016 presidential race, Jewett said 
Hillary Clinton is the prohibitive fa-
vorite to be the Democratic nominee.  

On the other hand, the GOP field is 
wide open, with New Jersey Governor 
Chris Christie, former Florida Gover-
nor Jeb Bush, Sen. Rand Paul of Ken-
tucky, Rep. Paul Ryan of Wisconsin, 
Sens. Ted Cruz of Texas and Marco 
Rubio of Florida, and Texas Governor 
Rick Perry all possibilities. 

His prediction: “Groundhog Day”— 
Clinton vs. Bush II.  n

Political Prognostication: GoP Will Control House and Senate

Delegates on Wednesday approved 
the NARFE Legislative Program 

for the 114th Congress (2015-2016). 
Legislative Committee Chair Pierce 

J. Johnson of Virginia explained that 
in drafting the program, his commit-
tee had considered member-submitted 
resolutions for inclusion; had “edited, 
revised and reorganized” the previous 
legislative program; and had retained 
the Association’s policy positions on 
current issues.

Of nine submitted resolutions, the 
committee recommended four for 
adoption and five for rejection. 

Recommended for adoption, and 
included in the program as presented, 
were resolutions 14-23 (reaffirm-
ing support for District of Columbia 
statehood), 14-28 (opposing legisla-
tion contrary to the interests of postal 
employees), and 14-29 and 14-30 
(supporting the option of recalculating 
annuities to include locality pay for 

retirees from Alaska, Hawaii and the 
U.S. territories).

Of the five resolutions recommended 
for rejection, delegates debated and 
voted to include one in the program. 
That resolution, 14-24, says the Legis-
lative Program should include a formal 
position on campaign finance reform, 
which will allow NARFE to support 
legislation that “attempts to address 
campaign finance inequities.” 

Two others also were withheld for 

Legislative Program for 114th Congress Adopted

you’RE INvITED!
CJ REEVES, PRESIDENT and legislative officer of Chapter 95 in Orlando, 
invites any convention delegates who may still be in the area after Labor Day 
to come to the chapter’s next meeting on Monday, September 8, at noon. Rep. 
Alan Grayson, D-FL, will address his fellow chapter members at the Golden 
Corral Buffet and Grill, 2328 S. Semoran Blvd., Orlando.

NARFE Communications regrets misspelling Reeves’ name as Mary Joy 
Reeves in Tuesday’s first edition of the convention bulletin. It was corrected 
in the second printing.

debate but were defeated: resolutions 
14-26 (to support legislation requring 
the U.S. Postal Service to issue a  
semi-postal stamp supporting Al-
zheimer’s research) and 14-31 (to 
support doubling of Social Security 
benefits). 

The rejection of two other resolu-
tions was not challenged: resolutions 
14-25 (Medicare identity theft prev-
sion) and 14-27 (opposing future 
changes by the Office of Personnel 
Management to the means of provid-
ing retirees with Form 1099-R).  n
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this Platinum winner is a gem
There are NarFe recruiTers, and then there is Marie collins. col-
lins is in a class of her own. she was recognized Wednesday as the winner 
of NarFe’s Platinum award for membership recruitment. in the two years 
since the last NarFe National convention, collins signed up 100 new mem-
bers. NarFe also gave awards to 19 other members who had recruited 25 or 
more members. 

National President Joseph a. Beaudoin, a fellow Virginian, presented the 
award to collins and joked that he had once won the Virginia Federation 
award for recruitment, besting collins’ record – but only once. 

in accepting the award, collins suggested that others could win it, too. “all 
you need to do to make it happen is be a NarFe member for 28 years, be-
come 90 years old and wear your NarFe badge everywhere,” she said. On her 
way to the convention, three people inquired about her NarFe badge, collins 
said. “You don’t need to introduce yourself,” she said. “That gets your foot in 
the door.”

steve Bauer and Feea (Federal 
employee education & assistance 

Fund) – which he has headed since 
1989 – have brought aid to feds when 
natural disasters, terrorist attacks or 
even the repercussion of government 
furloughs have threatened the well-
being of government workers and 
retirees. in his address to the NarFe 
delegates Wednesday, Bauer re-
counted several key events when Feea 
provided aid that reduced hardship.

On april 19, 1995, the blast from a 
homemade truck bomb tore through 
the alfred P. Murrah Federal Building 
in Oklahoma city, killing 168 people. 
Feea distributed $150,000 to survi-
vor families; and members of NarFe, 
alone, collected $100,000. This 
outpouring of charity from NarFe 

members put into motion the estab-
lishment of the NarFe-Feea Disas-
ter Fund and NarFe-Feea scholar-
ship Fund. 

Feea was there when hurricane 
Katrina slammed into New Orleans, 
a catastrophe that affected 4,000 
federal workers. More recently, Feea 
was there to help 700 civilian federal 
employees whose pay was docked 
because of the government furloughs 
and shutdown.

according to Bauer, to date 805 
NarFe members have been helped 
by the NarFe-Feea funds. some 
$405,000 have gone to NARFE mem-
bers and their families in 36 states and 
u.s. territories and 900 merit-based 
college scholarships have been dis-
tributed to NarFe members’ children 

and grandchildren. This aspect of feds 
helping feds, Bauer suggested, can be 
used as part of a persuasive NarFe 
membership recruitment pitch.

Throughout this convention, the 
Feea table outside the Grand Ball-
room was abuzz with activity, and its 
raffle was popular with the delegates. 
Nearly $4,000 of merchandise and 
gifts were donated for the raffle, and 
the selection of winners after Bauer’s 
address was full of anticipation. at the 
conclusion of the drawing, which was 
hosted by Jane Beaudoin, this conven-
tion’s Feea fundraising totals were 
announced. at this year’s gathering, 
NarFe members raised $10,028, up 
from $8,000 two years ago.

contributions to the NarFe-Feea 
funds are tax deductible.  n

election results  (Continued from p. 1)

narFe and Feea – Partners in Disaster relief, scholarship aid

votes (52.01 percent) to unseat incum-
bent Paul e. Johnson of Wadesville, 
IN, who got 227 votes (47.99 percent). 
and in region Vi, Marshall L. rich-
ards of hallsville, TX, received 207 
votes (61.98 percent) to defeat charles 
stanphill of Tulsa, OK, who got 127 
votes (38.02 percent).

regional vice presidential can-
didates in the remaining regions 
were unopposed and were elected in 

Tuesday afternoon regional caucuses. 
They are: region i, James P. craw-
ford of Bristol, Nh; region ii, evelyn 
Kirby of chester, MD (re-elected); 
region V, carol r. ek of McPherson, 
Ks (re-elected); region Vii, rodney L. 
adelman of Goodyear, aZ; Viii, helen 
L. Zajac of Vallejo, ca (re-elected); re-
gion iX, Lanny G. ross of Bremerton, 
Wa (re-elected); and region X, Wil-
liam shackelford of centreville, Va.

With the elections, a majority of 
National executive Board members 
will be serving their first terms, which 
begin November 1.

although the agenda called for 
Thursday morning balloting in the 
event of a runoff, National President 
Joseph A. Beaudoin offered the option 
of voting over the lunch break, which 
the attendess indicated was their pref-
erence.  n 
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