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sent directly to the National Office, while
cash contributions collected at a meeting
can be consolidated into a single cashier’s
check or money order. Accompanying the
contributions must be a roster identifying
the name of the event at which the contri-
butions were made (chapter meeting), the
date of the meeting, the name (and mem-
bership ID number if possible) of the donor
and amount given, along with the total
amount collected. These rosters are avail-
able through the NARFE Legislative
Department, leg@narfe.org. The individual
contributions must also be forwarded to
the National Office of NARFE no later than
30 days after the collection. Also, any indi-
vidual contribution exceeding $50 must be
accompanied by the contributor’s name,
address, amount, the date of contribution,
his/her occupation and name of his/her
employer (if they are currently employed).
This contribution must be received by
NARFE-PAC in Washington within 10 days
of receiving the contribution locally.

Q: Can a check to NARFE-PAC be written
from a chapter or federation checking
account?
A: No. NARFE-PAC is governed by the
rules and regulations of the FEC. Checks
from federation or chapter accounts may
not be used to transmit NARFE-PAC con-
tributions from chapter members or the
chapter at large. Here are some additional
rules to consider:

� Only NARFE members and their fami-
lies may be asked to give to NARFE-PAC.
� Do not use commercial transactions
such as bake sales or raffles to raise
money. These techniques are to be
avoided because the regulations govern-

Q: Does NARFE-PAC seek to contribute
to a candidate in every congressional
race?
A: No. It is not the goal of NARFE-PAC
to contribute campaign funds to one or
the other candidate in every congressional
district or state. The decision process for
campaign contributions uses the criteria
outlined earlier and does not consider the
number of legislators in the state who have
or have not received PAC funds.

Q: Is NARFE-PAC limited to making
disbursements to congressional candi-
dates from a particular state based on
the dollar amount of NARFE-PAC con-
tributions received from NARFE mem-
bers in that state?
A: No. NARFE-PAC is a national PAC
and is not designed to have parity
between the amount of money received
from NARFE members in a state and
NARFE-PAC disbursements made to
candidates in that state. NARFE-PAC
pools the voluntary contributions from
NARFE members throughout the coun-
try to create one unified PAC.

Q: Can we collect money for NARFE-
PAC at a chapter meeting or federation
convention?
A: Yes. Collecting money at chapter
meetings and federation conventions is
encouraged. However, due to FEC rules,
if the collection is made at a chapter or
federation meeting, the individual contri-
butions to NARFE-PAC cannot be con-
solidated and sent to NARFE
Headquarters in the form of a chapter
or federation account check. Personal
checks payable to NARFE-PAC can be
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ing these transactions are complex, and
the possibility of violating them is great.
� When requesting PAC contributions,
make it clear that they are voluntary.
Coercion or undue persuasion cannot be
used when requesting contributions.
� According to the Internal Revenue
Code, a statement must be made that the
PAC contributions are not tax
deductible.

Q: Will NARFE-PAC contribute to two dif-
ferent candidates running for the same
seat?
A: No. Once NARFE-PAC makes a contri-
bution to a candidate it will not contribute
to an opposing candidate in that same race.
PAC funds are used to support selected
candidates (as decided through the
processes mentioned above) in congres-
sional races—but only one candidate per
race. NARFE-PAC funds are intended to
help a candidate win election to Congress.
There is only one winner in an election,
and while NARFE-PAC might not always
choose the winner, it is our policy to lend
our financial support to only one candidate
per congressional race. In addition, it
would be difficult to validate our support
of one congressional candidate if NARFE-
PAC were also contributing to his/her
opponent.

Frequently
Asked
Questions



NARFE-PAC
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What is a PAC?
A: PAC stands for Political Action
Committee, a committee chartered to
administer, disburse and disclose funds
contributed voluntarily and used solely
for political purposes. The Federal
Election Campaign Act requires all PACs
to register with the Federal Election
Commission (FEC) and to file periodic
reports disclosing the money raised and
spent. In addition, all candidates must
identify the PACs that contribute to them.

Q: What is NARFE-PAC?
A: NARFE-PAC is a separate, segregated
fund of the Association comprised only
of voluntary contributions from NARFE
members specifically for political pur-
poses. There can be no commingling of
monies contributed to NARFE-PAC and
other monies of the Association (mem-
bership dues or other non-dues revenue).
The four elected National Officers of
NARFE constitute NARFE’s Political
Action Committee (NARFE-PAC) Board.
The Board is responsible for the final
decision on which candidates for the
House and Senate will receive NARFE-
PAC contributions.

Q: Is there a separate PAC department
or staff?
A: No. All PAC work is done by staff in
the Legislative and Budget and Finance
Departments, and the National Officers.
No single department at NARFE is exclu-
sively tasked with NARFE-PAC business.

What are the duties of the chapter
NARFE-PAC chair?
A: The chapter NARFE-PAC chair should
serve as the chapter’s contact with the fed-
eration PAC coordinator, and work within
the chapter to motivate and facilitate chap-
ter member contributions to NARFE-PAC.

Q: Why contribute to NARFE-PAC?
A: Your voluntary contributions to NARFE-
PAC help fund the political arm of our
organization in Washington, whose sole
purpose is to protect the benefits of indi-
viduals with a vested interest in the civilian
retirement systems of the federal govern-
ment. NARFE-PAC helps elect senators and
representatives who are sympathetic to the
concerns of federal employees and retirees
and who support fair and equitable federal
retirement programs. Whether one’s inter-
est is guaranteed full funding for retire-
ment benefits, fighting proposed reductions
in benefits, or ensuring that adequate and
affordable health benefits are available to
federal workers and annuitants, NARFE-
PAC is the political action committee that
works for your interests.

Q: How does one qualify for a NARFE-
PAC pin and/or hat?
A: A pin will be made available to any
NARFE member contributing $20 or
more. Members who contribute $50 or
more will receive a silver-level pin.
Members who contribute $100 or more
will receive a gold-level pin and a
NARFE-PAC Leader hat. Members who
sign up for monthly credit card contribu-
tions of $10 or more will receive a
NARFE-PAC Sustainer pin and a NARFE-
PAC Leader hat.

Q: What factors are considered when
deciding whether to contribute NARFE-
PAC funds to a particular candidate?
A: A number of factors are considered
when deciding whether to contribute to a
particular candidate. Among them:

� If the candidate is an incumbent, what
has been his/her voting record on issues
of concern to federal retirees?
Challengers can be asked to submit state-
ments outlining their views on NARFE’s
concerns. The NARFE Legislative
Department makes available candidate
questionnaires for this purpose.
� The influence a legislator can exert in
support of NARFE goals—whether it is
through a party leadership position,
committee assignment or a particular
area of expertise.
� The degree of communication between
the candidates and NARFE members,
chapters, federations and Legislative
Department staff. Is the candidate rea-
sonably accessible and open to hearing
the views of NARFE members, even if
there is not 100-percent agreement?
� Is the candidate a long shot, or does
he/she have a chance to win? Does the
candidate have real opposition? How
much has the candidate already raised?
Incumbents with large campaign war
chests often seek repeated NARFE-PAC
contributions to discourage any poten-
tial challengers.

Q: Who decides which candidates will
receive NARFE-PAC contributions, and
how much?
A: After a candidate requests, in writing,
a contribution from NARFE-PAC, the
Legislative Department informs the

appropriate federation PAC coordina-
tor of the request. It is then the PAC
coordinator’s responsibility to obtain
evidence-based advice from NARFE
leaders and members in the candidate’s
state or congressional district. Once a
recommendation is received by the fed-
eration PAC coordinator, it is sent to
the Legislative Department at NARFE,
which records and presents the recom-
mendation to the National Officers
(National President, Vice President,
Treasurer and Secretary). After careful-
ly considering the recommendation
from the state, along with the factors
noted above, the National Officers
make the final decision as to whether
and how much to contribute to a par-
ticular candidate.

Q: Does NARFE-PAC contribute funds
to candidates holding fundraising
events in their local districts, in
Washington, DC, or in both venues?
A: NARFE-PAC contributions to feder-
al candidates are based on many fac-
tors. It is always preferred that an
event associated with a contribution is
in the district, so that local NARFE
members can attend. However,
Washington, DC, events remain an
important part of NARFE’s political
presence as well, so NARFE-PAC fund
requests from candidates for events in
the congressional district or in
Washington, DC, are given equal con-
sideration. It is the merit of the candi-
date requesting the funds that is the
primary consideration, not the location
of an event associated with the request.


