
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

June 11, 2014 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

 

Dear Representative, 

 

On behalf of the five million federal employees and annuitants represented by the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE), I urge you to oppose attempts to end the six-day mail 

delivery standard for the United States Postal Service (USPS). 

 

Recently, House leadership circulated a proposal to temporarily fund highway construction through 

savings accrued from an end to six-day mail delivery. It is absurd to assume that reducing the costs of an 

off-budget, self-funding agency can result in on-budget savings to be directed to the Highway Trust Fund, 

itself intended to be self-funded through user fees. This is budget manipulation at its worst. Advocacy 

groups on all points of the political ideology spectrum oppose this proposal for its clear violation of 

PAYGO rules. Furthermore, it is unclear what legal justification exists to require USPS to divert any 

savings it would accrue from six-day delivery, if any at all, to the Highway Trust Fund. Unfortunately, 

this is not the first time Congress has attempted to fund other projects with misleading claims about the 

“savings” that could be found in the U.S. Postal Service, and it won’t be the last. 

 

In addition to concerns regarding the legislative vehicle, eliminating six-day delivery is bad policy. 

Though it may reduce costs in the short-term, it would threaten USPS’ competitive advantage, and lead to 

a reduction in mail volume which could ultimately cost USPS more money than it saves. At a time when 

USPS is expanding its business model and delivering packages on Sunday, moving to five-day delivery 

seems counterproductive.  

 

Since the 18
th

 century, the U.S. Postal Service has provided a basic government service; yet attempts to 

undermine the long-followed service standard of six-day delivery seek to put the profits of a government 

agency before the American people it serves. 

 

The U.S. Postal Service is in need of broad reform to relieve the agency of its burdensome and 

unprecedented retiree health care prefunding requirement, not budget tricks to take from USPS to give to 

other programs. Thank you for considering NARFE’s views. Should you have any questions or concerns 

regarding NARFE’s position, please contact NARFE Legislative Director Jessica Klement at 

jklement@narfe.org or 703.838.7760. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph A. Beaudoin       

National President 

mailto:jklement@narfe.org

