
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 5, 2012 

 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Representative, 

 

On behalf of the nearly five million federal employees and annuitants represented by the National Active and 

Retired Federal Employees Association (NARFE), I urge you to oppose any proposal that would use changes to 

federal employee pay or retirement benefits to offset the cost of extending the rate on federally guaranteed 

student loans. Middle-class federal employees should not be used as a piggybank for unrelated legislation. 

 

Federal employees are currently in the middle of a two-year pay freeze, and President Obama proposed only a 

marginal pay raise for 2013, which together will save about $88 billion. In February, Congress passed H.R. 

3630, which will force newly hired federal employees to pay 2.3 percent more towards retirement without any 

enhanced benefit, in order to pay for unemployment benefits. This will save $15 billion, for a total budget 

savings from federal employees of $103 billion over 10 years, or more than $40,000 per federal employee. No 

other group of Americans has been asked to sacrifice in this way. 

 

These actions undermine the federal government’s ability to attract and retain the high level of skilled talent it 

needs to deal with the challenges facing us. Singling out federal employees for disparate treatment threatens to 

do permanent harm to the federal civil service. At a time when more is being asked of our government, the 

American public deserves an engaged and efficient workforce, not one that members of Congress characterize 

as the source of our country’s problems. 

 

Day after day, federal employees perform the tasks needed to maintain the stability and security of our country. 

The continued assault on the federal workforce will only undermine the strength of our government and the 

welfare of our nation. 

 

For these reasons, I urge you to oppose any effort to use federal employees as an offset for extending the current 

rate on federally guaranteed student loans. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Joseph A. Beaudoin 

National President 


